
Appendix 7

I speak on behalf of The Alton Society and the Alton Ashdell Ward Residents’ Association 
We are concerned about two points in particular in relation to this proposed industrial 
development. 

The first being the access across the top of Lynch Hill by way of a new road to be cut through 
Lynch Hill Hanger and on through the side of Lynch Hill itself - connected by the new junction onto 
Montecchio Way. 

This will cause significant damage to the general vista on the approach to the town and has the 
potential to create an accident blackspot as traffic queues back-up onto the A31 during peak 
times. 

It will ruin the entrance to Alton by the creation of a dangerous double junction with a very steep 
downhill approach where slow moving lorries will have to cross two live lanes of fast moving traffic 
as they leave the new development. 

This would be a massive civil engineering project on an unprecedented scale and we don’t feel 
that the Highways or Landscaping reports, by the applicant or the commenting bodies, have fully 
taken this into account. 

The second point is the proposed construction of tall industrial buildings on top of Lynch Hill - this 
must not be allowed. The buildings would become the town’s most prominent landmark and be 
visible from within the South Downs National Park as well as from the surrounding hills to the North 
and East. 

The Joint Core Strategy tells us that Alton must ‘retain its undeveloped hills’ and that ‘the scale 
and feel of the town must be preserved’.  

This significant development, with its tall industrial buildings dominating the skyline on top of 
Lynch Hill, the loss of amenity by cutting through the tree lined Hanger with the protected Chalk 
Stream River Wey below, with its ill thought out and dangerous road being smashed through virgin 
downland has the potential to ruin all of this and goes against all the good work of the Joint Core 
Strategy document into which this council put so much work and in which the people of Alton place 
so much trust. 

This committee is our elected backstop, our safeguard against poor development and so we ask 
that you put a temporary halt to this planning application whilst more in depth reports into 
landscaping, visual impact and road safety are commissioned by you. 
There is a perfectly viable existing access to this site via Waterbrook Road. And, with better site 
planning which is in line with local planning policy, there is no need for any new buildings to 
breach the skyline of Lynch Hill.  

Alton needs greater employment opportunities through development.
 
But these opportunities must not come at any cost to our town. 


